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Welcome to the 2019-2010 CMS Chorus Program! 
The fact that these students will create amazing music 

     is less important than  

the fact that our music will create amazing students. 
 

WELCOME to CMS chorus! I look forward to meeting everyone and making some wonderful memories and 

musical moments.   
 

CHORUS CLASS focuses on developing each student into their own musician with studies that include 

developing a healthy instrument, composer study, music theory, sight-singing, and performances within and 

outside the CMS community.  
 

KEYS TO SUCCESS in chorus class are simple. Students as well as I need a positive attitude, team spirit, 

excellent behavior, a desire to sing, willingness to participate, and the maturity to listen. I include myself in this 

statement because as a teacher I learn from the students every single day.  My overall aim is to provide a safe, 

secure, and nurturing environment to build not only better musicians but better human beings.   
 

THE CURRICULUM for CMS Chorus is aligned with State and National Arts Standards for beginning, 

intermediate, and proficient levels of chorus. The basic outline of each class focuses on the 3 fundamentals of 

singing (posture, breath, and phonation) and music theory, sight-singing, and the basics of good performance, as 

well as composer and music genre study.   
  

All music classes will study various composers and music genres in addition to using critical reading skills, 

close reading and annotation activities, and summary activities to read about music and music events as well as 

support cross-curricular study with ELA and WICOR standards. 
 

GRADING  
90 - 100% = A 

80 - 89% = B 

70 - 79% = C 

60 - 69% = D 

0 - 59% = F 
 

Grade Weighting 

20% = Daily assignments, workbook assignments, bellwork, homework assignments (sight-reading factory or 

worksheets), in class performance observation of skills, score markings 

80% = Assessments (tests, group projects, rehearsal skills, participation, concerts, concert related assignments, 

etc) 
 

Posting of Student Grades 

Grades will be posted in Synergy regularly. Please check student grades there on a regular basis. Use the 

calendar view to check for assignment due dates. If you do not see an assignment and are wondering about 

grades, please feel free to e-mail me at ecolombe@kyrene.org.  
 

Rehearsal Skills Grades/Participation Grades 

Rehearsal Skills for Chorus are points given weekly to students. Students are instructed and graded using a 

Rehearsal Skills learning goal and scale, which can be found on the CMS Chorus Website.  
 

If a student is 100% prepared (folder, pencil, correct music, participates in warm ups/rehearsal) they will 

receive a “4” for their weekly rehearsal assessment. If a student has 1 day where they do not meet the level “4” 

requirements they will marked as a “3” for their weekly grade. The weekly grade will be assessed, continuing 
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down to a 1 where any of the listed behaviors are demonstrated or lack their necessary materials, on all the days 

they are in attendance in chorus. If a student is marked with an excused absence, their grade will be based on 

whichever days that week they are in attendance. 
 
 

HIGH EXPECATIONS for behavior are set by my own expectations for myself as an educator. I promise to 

come prepared to class every day, with a positive attitude, and doing my best. In return I expect that the students 

demonstrate overall respect, consideration, effort, and thoughtfulness in their actions. All discipline will align 

with the KSD and CMS policies. 

 

REFOCUS is used in a buddy classroom when a student demonstrates a behavior that inhibits my teacher, their 

learning, or the learning of others. Students will first be invited to change their behavior, and if the behavior has 

not been corrected they will be asked to go to Refocus where they will reflect via an online form before 

returning to class. This procedure will be taught during the first week of classes. If a student refuses to go to 

refocus, it is an automatic time-out to ISI for the remainder of the class period where they will still need to 

complete the Refocus Reflection sheet, done online.  

  

WATER AND RESTROOM procedures are very simple and will be the same for each class. One student is 

allowed out of the room at a time for both ventures. For example, only one boy or one girl may be out at a time 

for either the restroom or a water break. Upon verbal permission from me, students will bring me their 

bathroom pass for me to initial, sign out next to the door on a sign out board with their name and quietly leave 

the room. Upon returning, students will respectfully enter the classroom and erase their name, and respectfully 

and calmly rejoin the activities. Students will also need to fill out a time-stamped sheet. 

 

School wide bathroom policy: Each student gets a 4-punch bathroom pass per class per quarter. Students must 

use these passes, and they are given once per quarter. Students may not use the restroom the first or last 10 

minutes of any class period.  
 

CONCERT GRADING is based on attendance, appropriate and respectful participation, and a post-concert 

reflection. Students who are going to miss a concert are required to let me know as soon as they are able. 

Missed concerts without prior notice will only be excused in the face of an emergency with proper 

documentation. Further questions can be directed toward me on a case to case basis. When in doubt, please call 

or e-mail and I can work with you to make sure that a grade is not lost due to miscommunication. Students with 

excused absences will be allowed to make up points at a later date. Students who receive unexcused absences 

may make up points for up to 50% credit and may not receive full credit for the concert. Students who missed 

the concert with an unexcused absence will still be required to complete the post-concert evaluation for full 

credit. Concert attire is expected as follows: 

  

All Choirs: Black concert polo shirt (ordered through CMS) tucked in, long jeans/khakis/black pants (no 

shorts), skirts past the knee are OK. No distressed materials (holes etc). Close-toed shoes (no sandals 

whatsoever). 

 

All students are required to purchase a polo shirt for concerts; students will receive a chorus t-shirt for 

spirit days and field trips and other informal events. If you cannot afford a polo shirt, please contact me 

at ecolombe@kyrene.org. This polo shirt will be worn for each year they are in chorus. 
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**COMMITMENT REMINDER** 
  

Choir concerts are graded events, and as such, a concert takes first priority over extra-curricular activities. A non-

school activity is not a valid excuse for missing a choral program event. Students are expected to stay until the 

end of all choir concerts. Please notify your other coaches and teachers (dance, piano, voice, team sports, etc.) of 

your choir schedule. If there is a conflict with another school activity, the choir director will work to solve the 

issue with the other teacher/coach. Any conflict must be submitted to the director by a written notice from a 

parent, with a phone number and email address, as soon as a conflict is evident, as soon as possible but no 

later than 2 weeks’ notice prior to the event.  

 

MISSED AND LATE WORK is the student’s responsibility. Late work or missing work will be marked in the 

gradebook as a “0” until the work is turned in. If a student is absent, they have the same number of days to 

makeup/turn in an assignment for full credit that they were absent. If missing work is turned in late, it will be 

marked down 10% each day it is late. 
 

If any classwork goes unfinished the student has one evening to complete the classwork at home and turn it in 

the next day. After two days, any classwork that is taken home is considered late work and graded 10% marked 

down each day it is late. 

 

I will keep a ‘while you were out’ board with any worksheets from the week; this board will be updated weekly 

so students do need to check to see if they’ve missed work if they’ve been absent.     
 

NECESSARY MATERIALS for students in chorus are as follows:  

 Pencils (and more pencils and more pencils. No pens allowed.)  

 Water Bottle (highly suggested)  

 Highlighters 

Two-pocket folder WITH PRONGS – you cannot use another class binder for this class!  

You must have a separate folder for chorus.  
 

PARENT COMMUNICATION is always appreciated and encouraged. Please feel free to contact me with any 

questions. My classroom extension is 480-541-6584.  My e-mail address, which is the most efficient way to 

contact me, is ecolombe@kyrene.org.  
 

DONATIONS Items like tissues, two-pocket folders with prongs, pencils, colored pencils, more tissue boxes, 

are always welcome. I do have an Amazon school list if you feel so inclined:   

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/118RCX9P343XK?ref_=wl_share 
 

CLASSROOM WEBSITE Current updates and downloadable form can be found on my classroom website. 

This is the link: https://www.kyrene.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=30434 
 

REMIND 

Text the following codes to 81010 for FREE text message updates through REMIND:  

 

6th Grade Chorus: @sing6cms 

Intermediate Chorus: @sing78int 

Advanced Chorus: @sing78adv 
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THANK YOU 

Please know that adherence to the policies within this handbook is the expectation of every family in the 

program. It takes teamwork and commitment to have a successful and thriving music program, so thank you in 

advance to your commitment to this experience. I look forward to a wonderful school year and growing 

alongside the students. 

 

 
Thank you,  

 

Ms. Elena M. Colombe, M.A. 

Director of Choirs  

Centennial Middle School 

 

 

 

“Life is like a piano… what you get out of it depends on how you play it!” – J.D.L. 

 


